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Research targets
debilitating disease

Fighting disease in the developing world is a struggle with
the production and supply of vital medication often
proving commerclally unviable.

Bur mow a growp of Mundoch University researcheers has found o way oo collahosace wich the
induscry and being much neaded medical relief oo the third wodsd,

Murdoch parssitalogis Professar Andrew Thompson is working with dart-up bstechnolo-
g¥ company Epschem om develuping efective dmﬁ against the soecalled sleeping sickness,
The siccecs of their ressarch has been recopnized by dhe intermational famding apeney Drug:
for Moglected Diseases [nitiative which will allow their doag development program o
progress 1o the wial soage,

The major life-shrearening disease atfecrs millions of people and lwstock i Ao, Ir is
catzsd by the pamsite Toypanosvena that 1= transmitted 0 domessicared animals and
humans by the tseerse fly, resulring in the onses of cama and eventually death,

The resemergence of sleeping sickness in Africa, the lack of drugs o wear it prowing evi-
dence of resistance amd the lack of vaccines, all rinforeed the need for new drugs. i
Professor Thompsan sadd sharing lmowledge, expernise and funding wirh industry chemiss Leff i i Epicher ianapiag divecisr Wine Bear, sevearol
meant the life-saving drupgz could reich sk peaple in poor countries Fasver. But it also arrfatame Tiwre Armurresg and Prefemar Amdy Hempren,
opiivdd commercial opporuanities ;e the developed warld.

“IF we develop a drug that's effective agaanst sleeping sickness in Africa, there are very dosely relared parasices thar are affecting an inceeasing. nunsher of
pens throughowt Europe. And these perasites can absa affecr bhumans,” Professor Thompson sald,

“IF the drugs we are developing are shown 1 be really good agains sleeping sickness in Afiics we can then commenclalise the drugs b the animal health
market. So, an the one hand we have tdhar small marker i Afrlca but alse a very lsarative potencal mardeet in the animal health anea.”

Epichern managing director Wayne Best said the highly inseraciive collabaration beoween the Industey and the universty opened tremendous oppattini-

tice, “This has enabded s o gain an n-daprh asdersainding of the T Lvolved e antdpaiasin Joag discovery sl o looe var meseacl omunds i
development af some of the warld's mast promising sdvatoes in the treatment of diseases such 25 sleeping sideness,” Dr Best said.




